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No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. Gales at Date of papers received and examined 
subscribers. for the week. 
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IJ.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 13th December, hears that the police Borpwan Sansrvanr 


commits great y phareage: upon the drivers of the 
large number of carts that go to Nutanganj in 
Burdwan every day in connection with the ae 
imports and exports. The matter calls for an enquiry. 

2. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 16th December, blames the 
Calcutta police for not being able to trace the 
culprits in the two murders lately committed in the 
northern quarter of the town, and says that such 
atrocious crimes are possible in Calcutta only because there is no law compelling 
the police to keep a sharp eye on the dudmashes and on men without any osten- 
sible means of livelihood. 


Police oppression upon carters 
in Burdwan. 


The two recent murders in 
Calcutta. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


3. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 13th December, says that Sir Charles 
Elliott has greatly discredited himself with the 
people of Bengal, with liberal Anglo-Indians, and 
with both the political parties in England, by his jury notification. Sir 
Charles’s actions clearly show that he does not consult anybody on any ques- 
tion. But as man is liable to error, such aversion to counsel cannot but lead 
even the most acute and learned into wrong courses. If, before publishing his 
jury notification, Sir Charles had consulted the Government of India, the people 
and his councillors, he would have escaped the disgrace and discredit which he 
has now earned. — 

Considering that Sir Charles is the ruler of Bengal, and not the head of the 
Bengal Police, it hardly becomes him to express regret for the acquittal at 
Sessions Courts of accused persons sent upby the police. Experienced Judges, 
who have speut their whole life-time in judicial work, will testify that it is the 
police that spoils cases by indulging in its pernicious habit of fabricating 
evidence. Mr. Kelleher Be Me the evidence produced by the police in the 
Gupalpur murder case as a fabrication from beginning to end. Was Sir Charles 
justified, in these circumstances, in expressing regret for the acquittal of per- 
sons sent up by the police, and in abolishing jury trial for the purpose of 
preventing an imaginary mischief? ‘There would not have been much to say 
against Sir Charles’s action, if he had been the head of the Bengal police. But 
as he is the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and the representative of the 
Sovereign, he ought to attend in a special manner to the welfare of the whole 
population, and to see that they live unmolested and free from oppression. 
It therefore follows that it is clearly hisduty to check the widespread oppression 
by the police. But it is a matter for great regret that Sir Charles has up to 
this time only supported the police in all matters. 

Sir. Charles will act like a true ruler, will show true English liberality, and 
will earn the respect of the general public and the praise of his own country- 
men, if he withdraws his jury order, in consultation with the Government of 
India, from a conviction of its mischievous character. 

4, The same paper says that the picture drawn by the Bangavasi news- 
paper of the miseries of the Deputy Magistrate errs 
rather on the side of understatement than on that 
of exaggeration (sec Report on Native Papers for week ending 17th December 1892, 
paragraph 15). ‘the Deputy Magistrates, who are for the most part graduates 
and are therefore possessed of the best education to be had in the country, are 
made to work unduly hard and do not possess the least judicial independence. 
Even when clearly seeing that there is no evidence against the accused, they 
hesitate to distharge him from a fear of incurring the displeasure of the Magis- 
trate and the Licutenant-Governor. Service is veritable slavery in the case of 
these officers. ‘Those among the Deputy Magistrates who are of a virtuous and 
independent turn of mind have to put up with many indignities. A constable 
brought a carter before a Deputy agistrate for having driven bullocks with 
sores on their bodies. The Deputy Magistrate saw no sores on the bodies 


The jury question. 


The Deputy Magistrate. 


Dec. 13th, 1892. 
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~ of the animals, and therefore acquitted the carter. Thereupon the constable used 


disrespectful language towards the Deputy Magistrate. ‘The Deputy Magistrate 
having expressed a desire to record a proceeding against the constable for con- 
tempt of court, the constable made a representation to the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, who in his turn at once informed the Magistrate of the matter, — 
The Magistrate immediately sent for the Deputy Magistrate, and told him not 
to institute any proceedings against the constable. ‘The Deputy Magistrate had 
therefore to pocket the insult as best he might. 
5. The Sahkachar, of the 14th December, has the 
The Maharaja of Vizianagram following on the Maharaja of Vizianagram’s letter 
on the jury question. on the jury qu estion:-— 

The Maharaja would have done well if he had not written his letter on the 
jury question. His letter only proves his ignorance of the fundamental 
principles of government. He has praised Sir Charles Ellott’s ability and 
impartiality, and reminded the “sep that abuse is not argument. But who has 
ever questioned Sir Charles’s ability and impartiality, or used abusive or threaten- 
ing language towards him for his jury notification ? Perhaps the Maharaja 
has taken his information on the subject from the Eng/ishman and the Pioneer 
newspapers. But does he read the vernacular newspapers? And has he any idea 
of the mischief which has been done to Bengal by the jury notification, or of 
the depth of the popular feeling which has been evoked by it? He is a prince, 
and as such is exempted from the necessity of attending a criminal court as an 
asami. Nor does he know what the condition of the poor 1s. His remarks on 
the subject of jury trial are therefore singularly inappropriate, as being the 
remarks of a man who has no right to make them, A ruler may be learned, 
intelligent, industrious and anxious to do good to the people, but if he makes a 
mistake are the public to ignore it in consideration of his many good qualities? 

The Maharaja ought to know that honest men making mistakes are even 
more dangerous than dishonest men making mistakes, for the mistakes of the 
former do incalculable mischief. Does the Maharaja mean to say that Sir 
Charles Elliott has done a good thing by abolishing jury trial, and that. he ought 
to be therefore presented with an address on that account? If the Maharaja 
had had any conversancy with politics, he would have seen that Sir Charles 
could not do otherwise than wink his eyes at the eulogium which he has passed 
on him. It is no wonder that one or two newspapers should go a little too far 
in discussing the present question, and such a thing as that happens even in 
England. But does the Maharaja know that the political enemies of the 
people want to make the whole country responsible for the extravagances of 
these few papers? This being the case, the Maharaja has not done well by 
expressing himself on the subject in the way he has. He is a rich zamindar, 
but the public never made nor will ever make him their sardar. And he has 
therefore no right to express the views of the country as her representative. 
The public will see through the acts of men like Raja Siva Prasad, the Raja of 
Bhinga,and Nawab Mehdi Hossein. ‘The Maharaja may get credit for his letter 

from papers like the Pioneer, but not even those papers will call the Maharaja a 
patriotic man. No patriot goes against his countrymen in a time of danger. 


At times like the present, it behoves one to hide one’s views if they happen to 
differ from those of the public. 


in Bids eatin. 6. The same paper has the following on the 


Jury question :— 

It would have been well if the matter had been settled by compromise, for 
the writer sees the unwelcome predicament in which the Viceroy now finds 
himsclf. Tor some reason or other His Excellency has given his consent to the 
Licutenant-Governor. As for the statement made by him in Madras, that 4 
perusal of the papers published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary is calculated 
to remove all objection to the notification, it was made at the advice of his 
councillors. There is abundant evidence to show that the Viceroy did not read 
those papers carefully or critically. He has not time to read such papers very 
critically, nor does he know how, in the past, public opinion in this country 
drifted from one side to another in the J ury question. If before giving his 
consent to the proposal of the Licutenant-Governor, His Excellency had con- 
sulted public opinion, he would have learnt that the men at whose instance Sir 
Charles Elliott has abolished J ury trial, stand condemned by their own statistics 
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Lord Lansdowne is an English statesman, and there can be no doubt that if the 
matter had been properly explained to him he would not have given his consent 
to the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal, As it is, His Excellency had to take 
into consideration the honour and prestige of the Lieutenant-Governor. But 
even here he should have considered that, however able and impartial the 
Civilian rulers of the country may be, by reason of their long residence in the 
country, they come to imbibe certain ideas or prejudices, such as that no 
indulgence of any kind should be given to the Indians, that the Indians should 
be ruled in such a way as to be perpetually reminded of their position as a 
conquered people, and in consequence of these prejudices these Civilian 
rulers often do mischief even when acting with perfectly honest intentions. 
But unlike these Civilian rulers of India, the Government of England is actuated 
by very different motives; it wants to make the people of India forget that 
they are a conquered people. It accordingly sends out to India, at the interval 
of every five years, an English statesman free from Civilian prejudices to rule 
the country. But the writer is sorry to say that Lord Lansdowne has not been 
able to fulfil this intention of the Home Government. A cry has now been raised 
that, as the native papers are using very strong language in the Jury contro- 
versy, the prestige of Government will suffer if it withdraws its Jury notification. 
But if loss of prestige means loss of the people’s respect for the Government, 
that effect is sure to be produced by not withdrawing the notification. As 
regards the use of strong language, the writer categorically denies that the 
native press generally has been guilty of it. One or two papers may have 
indulged in strong language, but the country can not be held responsible for 
that. Are not there in England papers which are notorious for their strong 
language, and is the English press to be judged by the standard of those papers ? 
The writer is sorry to say that this cry about strong language is a mere pretext 
to find fault with a people smarting under the loss of a cherished privilege. 

Sir Charles Elliott should have remembered that history will hold him 
responsible for his acts, Events pass away, but their memory remains for a long 
time. By acceding to the wishes of the public in this matter, Sir Charles 
might have endeared himself to them forever. Admission of a mistake means a 
ereat heart, and the Lieutenant-Governor might well have admitted his mistake. 
Considering that it is the highest duty of aruler to make hissubjects happy, and 
considering that it is the greatest happiness of a people to be able to obtain justice 
in a court of law, Sir Charles must be admitted to have done wrong by issuing 
the Jury notification. Nevertheless, if the Lieutenant-Governor consents to make 
all offences, except murder, triable by jury, the leaders of the country should 
accept the compromise. For if His Honour is allowed his zeed as regards 
murder, it may be hoped that murder too will be soon made triable by jury. 
Indeed, the difficulties which the anomaly will give rise to will themselves 


compel Government to include murder in the list of offences triable by jury. If. 


Government has its zced now, it will very likely grant the people’s prayer if they 
make another six months hence. ‘The pleaders, so far as their views are known 
to the writer, will not object to such a compromise. Nor will a declaration to 
this effect by the Lieutenant-Governor now be inopportune. If, however, the 
leaders of the country cannot see their way to accept this compromise, and 
therefore take a different line of action altogether, everybody, whatever his 
individual views may be, must follow their lead, for no breach in the camp cau 
be permitted. But if there be truth in the rumour that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has consented to come to the above compromise, the country will do well to 
accept it. 

7. The Hitavadi, of the 15th December, says that a compromise in the 
jury matter will not be acceptable to the public, if 
jury trial is not restored in cases of riot and murder, 

If the present agitation has to be carried on, let its main object be 
depriving the Lieutenant-Governor of all power of interference with jury trial in 
future. 

8. The same paper says that a woman of the milkman caste having been 

A murder case inthe Bankura sentup to the court of Babu Nandalal Bagchi, Deputy 
district. Magistrate of Bankura, for trial, on a charge of 
murdering a child, the Deputy Magistrate acquitted her for want of evidence. 


But not satisfied with this, the District Magistrate sent the case to another 


The Jury question. 


HITAVADI, 


Dec. 15th, 1892. 


HrtavaDi. 


‘gr ‘ - - = 2 
LY 2 ~ ow wet. " . 
yy naiala he: . " - mm S ~ —— . mt - ~ 
Resihi t o! se Mee 2 a , Se es = —--* — — 
RO i is Cae ie Ree I a Ang hale Rei tn, Si a ees aw a <a : 
-—_ ewe > es ae sat oman a et OE ee ee Ge Rs rn Oe PO EE Pa Ee Oe * “ wer 


on 4 a 
eRe OER Re AREER Hg 
aa 324 = s . 


PSR ar eee at ete sernee 


re eee erie ' penyron nse wR ethan: ; Y . nacre aon novenety ai . ray» 


SELES A SS I EME PBA IE SIMI GTN TOE MRR MEE 
ee rt” Oe ee 2 Se, OM. te ‘ ees vet PE OE Ew: te ‘3 Bee io a, % SEER ay Le oalee ns ei eee. fF tae Mf od 
eo eae i ye re . ek $c. Nore  Y 4 " ie ctalikes eo Re eee : oe ig at q = 


3 ~ a. 2 7 et OE " * a oe oe ’ ~ ae = 
ey wey ao ee “Mas Hee SOS. * : a Oe , eat SS eee ee EE TR ee ee ae ote 
Boag Rg ae Seana, “tae HE eee oe Ee ee, St ee Re ee, RO PR ee eB 


= . * “ Pie: a ; 4 
6 ec... ode Th, 4 sng pane 
a WE Re STS oe 


ro ne : 


te — . = 
I” > RAI ae Al cen RI ae I Ieee tp 


eS SY igen a a — 
a ee Re Sete» . a 


~e ae od 
a , ~ . ~ a oor ir Pa te ye ~ gow wo or wD A eb 
a + Ae A i a EE ei Bm Pt nae CRE ORE TR Ag OIE ER I AAR ARI A Le tt eel tiene ne tei ee ae ea ro 
ks - 4 is aceite sik es = a ‘4 aie ap ws erage Argo wes P . 44 4 a +r 
ee i % he Sf ake eget " ty . * 
: a2. te ae ee ee Oe ee ae sa 
x 


~o er ¥ ¢ 
ee ee =) * see a Ee wes Oye 
e 
. & 


i ee ee ee 
- ’ eo. we 


soy Soe 


VTE. Ger Ge Re Me 6 PX 


> ae ~~ 
i - y . a nee 4 » die. ‘tee ae wt x -' r ad 
Soares x J ae i o . - 7 . saci - 
ix Ee Re at Aa 2 AD rr Po z (Te Sees Se Rss ay Ror eres ~ " Sialic AP Rig sce a BD A eee atl i. paniinaeting tba bute Sgptindions tah tapi Re 
oy ton a MS ee? bh, Sak feet : “Sh ae hy item g a a, ee ae ate Be cae Nae Pmt aa aw aa oa aa Dapp D . ae gery: © ton to = ars ri : . x, , . 
% ‘ail ae map ne : . ¢ : bP, A air "hiasoae Pom * a : . Me 2s . 5 Lier ; 3 pts, Ve " “sey — PE yt earthy * - . 4 > ‘ ° = % . ‘ . — . a ese AB etek. 2) — . . 
RS De ee ae ae) Fae pe ‘: Pi Ge A OF SEES ie Rbede Sin ps 5 OO I EE cciamincgmeap ten Dat: 25 RL A MEP - ig ae Pas oe oa Whe ete a eh ‘ - 2 TF iis a at ae - wrey . ' ene ew — Fe eT ag . ™ psa en hte ak tas peat PR, ely: Rad SH Sate ig, j 
Na shi sist " Be, ay ey ~~ eed ONC BW Sine) ihe ine a B43 ‘.: 4 a par» * ac : ” AS Oe nee ee ow ea ae oaF : . ae, ~Z,) eh be en oS, ev we ee ps i ld " a ee! Ue a en . . . - ae he vs, ae iy Set la Pe 7 a “4 oS ae . > " ¥ “ a ad a . 
rg ws Sir SRS ’: ve Bie ~ OR EP SOE - I "x ea She: * ali er , - : ‘ : : , ‘ - Rien Re ' , , = 7 : 
honk = ae < whittling asp 
ear SS , wy Ms ve EE sth ape abr AIR - Se 


cs apts ti eis siege 

oh Se pga saad ene 

: gat tangata betes 
2 % Ce ee EE eae ey 


‘ %. - — x < > fs 5 fi 4 . : . - . 
“oe es Male ie a i Me lS ek oar Pe A hae ee CSRS OT ayo ie ROAR BE Ly Neen ES gE 3 
. Ay ays . as ss *» i - ne 7) 7 
meigit r’ f “ " 4 : ee eo . . . ey PE 6: 9 ‘ = ‘ps Sal : ae m a 
, i ae ee teen, Oe Seer. ; “ Fre 7 itis : 
- MALDEN A A é we 


gpa Bi mg, ARORA 92 PELE MO RIS? 


tage iW Lap@ig tues 


> Pier vat 


SuDHAKAR, 


Dec, 16th, 1892. 


BaNGaVasl, 


Dec, 17th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI. 


Dec. 17th, 1892, 


( 1200 ) 


Deputy Magistrate for re-trial. On re-trial the woman was committed to the 
Sessions, but the Sessions Judge agreeing with the decision of Babu Nandalal, 
acquitted the prisoner. Will the District. Magistrate be pleased to give his 
grounds for being dissatisfied with the decision of Ba u Nandalal? The 
writer must say that it is not proper for a District Magistrate to harass a poor 
woman in this way. - ; 

A Deputy Magistrate prejudiced 9. The Sudhdékar, of the 16th December, 
against newspaper editors. writes as follows :— 

The editor of the Hitakari newspaper has been sentenced by the Deputy 
Magistrate of Tangail, in the Mymensingh district, to a year’s imprisonment 
and a fine of Rs. 1,000, and Abdul Hamid Khan, the editor of the Ahmadi 
newspaper, was put in hajut some time ago by the same Deputy Magistrate, 
2 is clear the Deputy Magistrate is prejudiced against newspaper editors as a 
class. : 

The Bhowanipur protest meet- 10. The Bangavasi, of the 17th December, 
ing. - writes as follows :— | 

The Bhowanipur meeting against the Jury notification could not be held 
in the hall of the London Mission College, because the Government of Bengal, 
that is to say, the Lieutenant-Governor, forbade the authorities of that institu- 
tion to lend their hall for the purpose of such political demonstrations. Is it 
credible, asks the writer, that the great and powerful English Government of 
this vast Indian Empire can meanly stand in the way of such insignificant 
meetings ? 

11. The following is the substance ofa letter on the Jury question, 

A Rajputana manon the Jury published in the Sanjivani, of the 17th December, 
question. and received from a _ correspondent in Mewar, 
Rajputana :-— 

We people of Mewar in Rajputana are better off, as regards jury trial, than 
the dh of Bengal. We have very little of the things called laws and 
venedatlae, and we are content with the forms and ceremonies which have 
prevailed among us from time immemorial. Oftentimes we get nothing at all, 
and what we get, we get slowly. But what we do get we never lose, is never 
taken away from us. Our privileges rest on a foundation of adamant, which 
is not to be shaken by nature or by man. We do not, like the Bengalis, travel 
at railway speed, and so the engine that pulls us is not disabled so soon as the 
engine that pulls the Bengalis. We have still our antiquated bullock carts 
moving very slowly, but moving forever. Take, for example, this Jury ques- 
tion. The Bengalis got the privilege of jury trial, and they have lost it. 
But we have got our jury trial from time out of memory. Our pancha is 
co-eval with our society and our State; and our pancha, our society, and our State 
have always lived together. It is only thirty years ago the Bengalis got this 
small thing by dint of begging, as it were, but we have been enjoying ours for 
a long time, thanks to our rulers whom people call tyrannical. It is not 
known whether the privilege was conferred on us by our Sovereigns, but we know 
for certain that we have enjoyed it for a long time and without interruption. 
About 130 years ago the Rutlam State in Central India was governed by that 
pious woman Rani Amrita Bai. The Ranis of Tdéndlé and Pipaldbad took 
refuge with her, unable to live in their own states, And the privileges of self- 
government obtained by these two Princesses from Amrita Bai, were such as 
have never been even heard of by the Bengalis, though they have lived so long 
in the light of civilisation. 

And the people of Rutlam have enjoyed those privileges for generations, 
and their panchoyets. have always discharged their duties in strict accordance 
with the principles of justice and honesty.—(Sir John Malcolm’s Memoirs 
of Central India, Volume II, page 461.) Native chiefs and princes have quite 
a notoriety as despotic rulers, and as having nothing like self-government in 
their states. And there are Englishmen, thoughtful Englishmen, who say that 
self-government is not at all suited to castern countries, that the seed of local 
self-government never germinates on eastern soil, and that even if it germinates, 
the sprout never thrives in the climate of India. It is not in us to impeach or 
question English opinion based upon thought and experience. But though 

Sir Charles Elliot considers the natives incompetent to act as jurors in the 
trial of the more serious offences, here in Rajputuna such cases have been always 
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decided with the aid of jury and panchayet. In cases of homicide, theft, and 

trespass into a house with the object of violating female modesty, the head of 

ied ured household may himself act as Magistrate. Read the following from 
alcolm :— 

“For common cases the murderer is seized and brought for trial before 
the Prince or his Minister, who acts sometimes for his own judgment, but 
often with the assistance of a panchayet consisting of Government officers and 
heads of classes. Panchayets are employed in the Rajput states in all civil 
matters of importance; nor would a decision, where property was concerned, be 
_ deemed satisfactory or real, unless the chief had resorted to the aid of one of 
these courts composed of the most respected of the inhabitants of the country, 
In every case a person tried by a panchayet may appeal to the Raja or Chief, 
who can reverse the decision and order another panchayet. Such instances are, 
however, rare.” (Pages 462 and 463.) 

Will it be said after this that the Jury system is an exotic in this country ? 
It will avail nothing to push any further this comparison between the condition 
of the Native States and that of Bengal. The fact is, there is blowing a very 
bad wind in Bengal just now. But the Bengalis should not forget that he 
who would arrest the swelling tide must himself be washed away. 

12. ‘The same paper says that in a recent case of murder tried at the 
Alipore Sessions, Mr. Wilkins, the Sessions Judge, 
refused to grant the privilege of a jury trial to the 
abettor of the crime, on the ground that, though 
the Government notification did not expressly prohibit jury trial in cases of 
abetment of murder, yet it was clear that Government intended to exclude such 
cases from the cognisance of jurors. So both the murderer and his abettor 
were tried with the aid of assessors. And though both had to be acquitted for 
want of evidence, still it is clear that Mr. Wilkins did not act rightly in not 
sticking to the letter of the notification and in putting upon the notification 
a construction of his own. Conduct like Mr. Wilkins’ will lead to the aboli- 
tion of the jury system even in cases in which it has been retained by Govern- 
ment. 

13. The same paper says that the editor of the Hitakari, newspaper, 
who has been sentenced by the Deputy Magistrate 
of Tangail to rigorous imprisonment for one year 
and toa fine of one thousand rupees, has been released 
on bail for ten thousand rupees by the District Judge of Mymensingh, to whom 
the case has been appealed. But why has sucha heavy security been taken from 
the editor? Is he a dacoit or a murderer? 

14. The same paper says that during the time for which the Town Hall 

| meeting against the jury order was postponed, in the 

, Government in the jury agita- hone that Government would come to a compromise 
tion. ‘ ° ° : 

with the public, many Englishmen who had signed 

the requisition to the Sheriff, withdrew themselves from the opposition, at the 

instigation, as it is rumoured, of the Government. It is also rumoured that 

Government is using Mr. Mackay’s influence to draw other Europeans away 

from the agitation. 

15. The Daintk-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 18th December, says that if 

there had been in the London Mission bold and 
area missionaries 10 independent men like the late Dr. Duff, or Revd. 
Mr. Long, it is certain that Sir Charles Elliott would 

have hesitated before prohibiting the authorities of the London Mission Insti- 
tution from lending their hall to the public for holding a meeting to protest 
against the Jury order; and if such a prohibition had been issued, it would not 
have been obeyed. It cannot be supposed that the London Mission authorities 
did not know that Government had no right to interfere with their own free 
will and pleasure in such matters; but they probably thought that if they did not 
comply with Sir Charles’s request, some pretext would be found for depriving 
them of the Government grant to their institution. Dr. Duff or the Revd. 
Mr. Long would not certainly have been influenced by such fears; and the 
London Mission Society’s missionaries at Bhowanipur ought to have remembered 
how Mr. Young, late Director of Public Instruction, who tried to interfere with 
the missionary institutions, was censured for his conduct. There can be no 
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doubt that the authorities of the London Mission institution have in the present 


instance failed in their duty as missionaries, and the writer can assure 
that the Society’s authorities in London will feel very much annoyed with them 
for their obeying the Government’s order. As regards Sir Charles Elliott, he, 
it should also be stated, has given proof of a very narrow heart and weak mind 
by issuing his prohibition. 
16. The Sulabh Datnik, of the 19th December, writes abouta young Munsif 
who has not yet become pucka, and who was ap- 
ointed to a subdivision only a short time ago, 
his young officer has already managed to make 
himself disagreeable to suitors and pleaders. One day the Munsif was working 
after dusk with the help of a candle which lighted only the place where he was 
himself sitting. A pleader complained of this, upon which the Munsif said 
that there was no provision in the law allowing lights to pleaders. The 
pleader retorted by saying that neither, for the matter of that, was there any 
rovision in the law allowing lights to a Munsif. This just reply enraged the 
Munsif, and he told the pleader ‘* You are bound to stay here as long as I remain.” 
The pleader replied: “Do you then wish to place us under wrongful confine- | 
ment, and weal you have us seek redress in a law court?” This silenced the 
dignitary. The Munsif is also in the habit of abusing suitors. Such a man 
is a disgrace to the bench. 


17, The same paper says that the Jury order of the Lieutenant-Governor 
has filled the whole country with alarm and un- 
easiness. But the people are bound to. accept any- 

thing at the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor, 

for he is the ruler of the country, and any action of his can at the most awaken 
sorrow in the people’s mind. But are the people also bound to bear in silence 
the abuses that may be showered upon them by His Honour’s advocates? The 

Englishman has been abusing the natives to his heart’s content in connection 

with the Jury agitation; but why should people bear all this impertinence in the 

Englishman? As an English resident of Bengal, the Editor of the Englishman is 

subject to the authority of the-Lieutenant-Governor. What right has he then 

to abuse the natives without the Lieutenant-Governor’s sanction? | 


18. The Dainik-o-Sdéamchér Chnadrikd, of the 
19th December, has the following :-— 
We have always said, and we say again that the Lieutenant-Governor is 
the principal offender in this jury matter, and that the Viceroy is only an 
accomplice. If the Lieutenant-Governor had contented himself with suggesting 
reforms in the jury system instead of recommending its restriction, and if he 
had not also assured the Viceroy that such restriction would be for the good of 
Bengal, and would meet with little opposition from the educated community, 
the mischief that has now happened would not have taken place. It is this 
assurance that has led the Viceroy to approve the jury order of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. But even as it is, the Viceroy is not wholly blameless in this matter, 
for as the chief ruler of India it behaved him to approve the measure after 
careful consideration and after consulting all classes and all interests. 


However that may be, both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor 
have certainly committed a mistake. The Lieutenant-Governor’s assurance 
that the educated community would not oppose the change has been belied by 
the strong agitation that is going on. His Honour now sees that all classes of 
ore in this country, educated and uneducated—Native, Anglo-Indian, 

“uropean, American, Jew, Armenian and Parsi—are protesting with one voice 
against his order, that both the native and the Anglo-Indian Press are -con- 
demning the measure, and that the agitation is not confined to Calcutta nor 
indeed to Bengal, but is going on all over India. The Viceroy, it may be taken 
for certain, is at heart offended with the Lieutenant-Governor, who has betrayed 
him into an indiscrect action by giving him a wrong assurance. But the Viceroy 
and the Lieutenant-Governor have nevertheless combined to maintain prestige. 
They are resolved to pay no heed to the public protest against the jury order. 
But it would have been impossible for any statesman in any other country 
to persist in such perverse refusal to hear the public. Not even the-Czar of 
Russia 18 ever found to show such determination about his point. 


A young Munsif, 
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When Government passed the Consent Act in the teeth of the almost 
universal opposition m this county, we told the Babus that this was only the 
beginning of the evil, and that Government would not thenceforward pay any 
heed to public protests or, for the matter of that, to Babu protests. The Babus 
who were then supporting Government to the prejudice of the Hindu commu- 
nity, then laughed at what they supposed was an absurd apprehension of ours; 
but it is certain they are now repenting of their folly. 

It would be unreasonable to expect that:the Government which paid no heed 
to the protest against the Consent Act will listen to the protest against the ju 
order. ‘The magnanimity of not being ashamed to onan oneself mistaken is 
not to be found in the present Viceroy or Lieutenant-Governor. If Lord 
Lansdowne had bern Lord Ripon, redress might have been hoped for. 

That Anglo-Indians have joined the agitation is no guarantee that the 
agitation will succeed; for the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor are now 
certainly saying to themselves: ‘‘ How can we now listen to the Anglo-Indian 
agitation without impairing our prestige, when we paid no heed to the native 
agitation against the Consent Act?” Agitation in this country is not therefore 
likely to be attended with much success. ; 

Redress may be had by making an appeal to Lord Kimberley, specially 
when Mr. Gladstone is at the head of the Ministry, and the English press, not 
excepting that organ of the Anglo-Indians, the Saint James Gazette, has con- 
demned the jury order. 


19. The same paper says that since his appointment as Member in charge 

Sir Philip Hutchins in the Jury OC: the Home Department, Sir Philip Hutchins has 

question. | SSSSS”~Sé een. aarying his head very high. His treatment 

of the late Pandit Isvarchandra Vidyasagar, when 

the latter saw him about the Consent Act, was such as to disgust the Pandit. 

Everybody knows that Lord Lansdowne is guided in every matter by Sir 

Philip Hutchins, and it is owing to Sir Philip that Lord Lansdowne is introduc- 

ing many mischievous measures. The writer has already expressed the fear 

that Sir Philip would support Sir Charles Elliott in his jury order, and his 
surmise is now found to have been correct. 

20. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th December, cannot 

understand how the Lieutenant-Governor could say 

Sir Charles Elliott on the Jury that all the Commissioners and Sessions Judges and 

ee most of the High Court Judges have condemned the 

jury system, and observes that with the exception of one or two Commissioners 

| District Magistrates, none of the officers consulted advised a serious muti- 

lation of the system. Almost all of them advised its improvement, none advised 
its abolition. _ , 

Jury trial is a privilege, or rather a right, enjoyed by the people of every 
civilised country, and is intended to benefit, not rulers, but their subjects. Rulers 
have their police, their jails, their laws, and their law courts; but trial by jury is 
the only privilege the people have. And rulers have therefore no right to 
interfere with this privilege of the people. The introduction of the jury system 
in this country in 1862 was not a voluntary act on the part of the Government. 
The system was introduced only in order to please the British public, who have 
always been so partial to it. Indeed, after the Mutiny, the great statesmen 
in England came to see that the disturbance had been caused mainly by defects 
in the administration, both judicial and executive, and they at once set to work 
to rectify those defects. But there is now no fear of an outbreak like the 
Mutiny, and the people of England do not therefore now take the same interest 
in the affairs of this country as they did before. The Indian Governors, the 
Badshahs, and the Nawabs of India, are therefore doing things in a high-handed 
manner, and have even dared to strike a blow at the jury system—a system 
which is not new to this country, and which prevailed during the Hindu, the 
Muhammadan and the Mahratta periods, and which was, so to sa ,re-introduced 
by Lord Cornwallis, improved upon, and fully developed by Lor Bentinck, and 
only remodelled on its old foundations by Lord Canning. When Lord Canning 
ordered jury trial to be introduced in some of the Bengal districts, he made no 
innovation, strictly so-called, but only placed a new structure on an old founda- 
tion, for His Lordship clearly saw that the people ‘had an indefeasible right to 
this jury trial. And this very old right has now been interfered with simply 
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on the strength of opinions expressed by a few officials. This is zulm of a 
character which has never been witnessed in any other country in the world, 
zulm which may well alarm and astonish even the British-born subjects of the 
. Queen in this country. The Anglo-Indians are saying, almost in so man 
iF words, that what has happened to one section of the community, may any day 
| happen to another section; and it is this fear of theirs that has led them to 
4 protest earnestly against the Government's action. 

. Sir Charles Elliott says that “if the result (failure of the jury system) 
| could have been foreseen, no advocate would have been found for the introduc. 
| tion of this Western institution in India.” But in expressing himself in this way, 
does not His Honour prove himself guilty of the very great presumption of 
attributing short-sightedness to a Viceroy like Lord Canning and his Councillors? 
Again, Sir Charles, whilst inflicting this injury upon the natives, means to sa 
that he is also very kind to them For he “deems it inadvisable on political 
grounds that it (the jury system) should be abolished altogether.” Signal 
favour to the natives, indeed! But does His Honour really mean to say that he 
has spared the system which he has extinguished in its most important aspects? 
And who will now believe that Sir Charles will not gradually abolish what — 
remains of the system? It is infact their distrust of the Government’s motives, 
which has raised the Anglo-Indian community to a protest. How, indeed, can 
an Anglo-Indian believe that Sir Charles Elliott will, on political grounds, keep 
jury trial in minor offences, when political considerations have failed to induce 
him to keep jury trial even in murder? The Anglo-Indians are not certainly 
dunces. Even they have come to know Sir Charles and officials of his school 


thoroughly. 
SuLasH Dainmg, The jury meeting in the Town 21. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 21st December, 
Dece 2Ist, 1892 Hall. has the following :— 


Yesterday the Town Hall presented an unprecedented spectacle, and it is 
doubtful whether Calcutta ever saw such a grand thing before. Surely, this 
Town Hall meeting clearly proves what a wound has been inflicted on the 
public mind by Sir Charles Ellott’s jury notification. 

Not less than seven thousand people assembled to protest against this jury 
order, and we saw with our own eyes that hundreds went away disappoi wed for 
want of accommodation. There were present at the meeting Englishmen, 
Hindus, Muhammadans, Parsis, Christians, Jews, Armenians, in fact represen- 
tatives of all sections of the community. The Consent Act agitation was a great 
agitation, no doubt ; but all classes of the community did not join in that agita- 
tion as they have joined in this jury agitation. And this union of Europeans 


i and Natives in a common cause is an event without a parallel in the annals of 


& Sisk Y > ‘ Penge i c 
a REL, a on RE i Mn ee ee ' 
ee 2 - " retin * 4 
ee NE Oe LL me sal, wRS + ‘ on eS ee EE a 
y 7 , ‘ ihe b Syowigres gphe SA Regeeanghos 
. ae si Ca peag ns HN Oe ae ca Yipee Ai RP gli em hE EMMA RP ALLELE AIEEE LBL OE LE EERE eiiencet t » 
aw, es bce igo A ihnea? Wess “ee nee Gar teage mie 3 pl we! ber i © «igh pester Seoaien . aah anaaeth x . 
BW pita eth & wa “ cipian: chino: beg ghebignstite nly . } 
po 
= ag ak por 2 Ss te «eh Ma Bagete “ ites . % ’ —“ J " > 
PAs 2 AF sgh: A cal - 2 Pa ae ts ‘ tim ed s Wee: ‘ - - — ' — ee ae one “ie “ = 
* ee ga) ee AEE ow ¥ <S = sooth S , ee a) F 4 ees os 4 $54 f° Rae Peary. ON " <4, Pea "a . . ’ ~ 5 - . ; 
GN EE I en on TEE eC ee ee ai a ase PF Z 7 = ’ . . ™ , hts . ‘. . : Ct ae caus) 
, ‘ 7” ‘ . 2 <a P ’ ban 3 i ta [20 noe ee eee se year . 
“é . ets < a . “ it m Se A Po te el Sia Y $2" aime & Re PR oy ag ; 
a wet 39 8 SRR GRECO LIN ERIE, ae Gepepe ROAR es Sug, SS aa IN tack teat SES 8 . sy SP ay ie Bent aie 3 ot ‘ 


rg Darnre-o-Samacaar - The Englishman in the jury 22. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
ve CHANDRIKA, question. 21st December, writes as follows :— 

ae Dec, 2ist, 10% The Englishman at first said that the agitation against the jury order was 
eo: ( confined among some stupid people, and that Englishmen, or for the matter of 


that, Europeans, who are all sensible people, would have nothing to do with it. 
The Englishman then changed his tone, and said that a small number of English 
Barristers and other Europeans had indeed joined the agitation, but the bulk of 
the European community were keeping, and would keep, aloof. But this pro- 
phecy notwithstanding, the most influential English merchants in Calcutta 
joined the agitation. And this would have silenced anybody who was not 
utterly shameless. But the Englishman is a perfect stranger to shame, and he 18 
still finding fault with the protest meeting at the Town Hall and deprecating 
the idea of an agitation in England. That righteous paper is still seeking to 
estrange the Europeans and to alienate still further the sympathy of a Govern- 
te ment already ill-disposed towards natives, by fixing all sorts of calumnies upon 
oy the native press and the native agitators. We cannot help laughing at this 
aoe proceeding of the Englishnman. We long ago found that paper out. The 
Englishman is now condemning the agitation against the jury order, but it headed 
the agitation against the Ilbert Bill, and abused Lord Ripon and Mr. Ibert in 
unmeasured terms. The bitter invectives of the Englishman at that time still 
ring in our ears, At the time of the Baroda trial, too, the Englishman condemn 
Lord Northbrook and the system of British administration in India in a tone 
which no native newspaper has at any time adopted. The Lnglishman’s reason 


ey Ff 
or 
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for espousing the cause of Mulhar Rao is not unknown to us. We have known 


from that time that the Englishman is more influenced by economic than by 
righteous considerations. That the £nglishman still dares to show his face is 
because he is utterly shameless, 


committed suicide in the situation in which the Englishman now finds himself. 


(c)— Jails. 


Te; , 23. The Dacca Prakash, of the 18th December, 
ail reform. . | 
writes as follows:— 


It appears from the Resolution of the Government of India on the subject of 
jail reform, that it has been mindful of the general sanitary condition of Indian 
jails. But the scale of diet recommended, though good enough for ordinar 
prisoners belonging .to the labouring classes, will not, in our opinion, suit those 
members of the upper and middle classes of the native community, who have 
the ill-luck to be thrown into prison somehow or other. If Government has 
purposely made no separate diet arrangements for this class of prisoners in 
order to harass them, then we should say that it has made a mistake. We 
earnestly hope that as Government has made separate arrahgements for Native 


and European prisoners, so it will make separate arrangements for. high class 
and low class native prisoners. 


(d)— Education. 


24. The Burdwan Sanjvani, of the 13th December, thanks the Lieutenant- 
; one , Governor for founding a prize for original scientific 
The prize for scientific research. researsh in Bengal. 

25. ‘I'he Sahachar, of the. 14th December, is sorry to learn that the 
en . Hon’ble Justice Guru Das Banerji has resigned the 
The Vice-Chancellorship. Vice-Chancellorship of the Calcutta University. His 

sudden resignation has surprised many. It is rumoured that Mr. Justice Amir 
Ali is likely to succeed him in the post. But Mr. Amir Ali’s appointment to 
the Vice-Chancellorship will greatly inconvenience some Professors. 

26. Referring to the prayer of the candidates for the ensuing Arts 

Examinations for a postponement of these exami- 
nations for some Bt the Bihar Bandhu, of the 
15th December, remarks that the University 
authorities ought to be careful, when appointing text-books, that the books they 
appoint are not too many to get through within the prescribed time. 

27. The Sudhakar, of the 16th December, is sorry to say that although 


Mojammel Huq’s ‘Padya Shiksha” has been 
A Bengali se by @ approved by the Text-book Committee and the 
eee Ser Director of Public Instruction, the book has not yet 
been properly introduced in the schools of Bengal. 
28. The Saraswat Patra, of the 17th December, cannot eee of the 
| proposal to substitute surveying and book-keeping 
Surveying and Book-keeping at tor some portions of Geometry read for the 
oe See Tee Entrance Examination, and says that, though 
surveying and book-keeping are not now taught in the Entrance class, there 1s, 
nevertheless, no want of amins and accountants in the country, Surveying and 
book-keeping, moreover, are subjects which cannot be acquired without practical 
training, and the little theoretical knowledge which students will be able to pick 
up from books will be of no practical use to them. The writer, therefore, 
strongly objects to the substitution of these two subjects for subjects which are, 
as it were, the stepping-stone to a liberal education. And if surveying and 
book-keeping can be introduced into the Entrance Examination course, why 
should not candidates for that examination be also required to acquire such 
knowledge as will enable them to become peshkars, record-keepers and copyists ? 
29, The same paper thinks that there is nothing wrong or objectionable 
in the performance of dramatic pieces by school- 
Dramatic performances by school- oyvgs, Such performances are only calculated to 
~ throw light on the dramatic pieces which the 
performers are required to read. And if such performances are objected to, 
then should the reading of dramas too be discontinued. | 


Text-books for the Arts Exami- 
nations. 


Any man with a sense of honour would have 
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30, The Sanjivani, of the 17 | pomag _ boy = pend Commis 
Si ie ae sioner of Assam has objected. to the Bo 

ee spending the large a ser of money they pope 
present spending on female education, because he has found in the report of 
the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, that theresult of female education in 
that province has not been very satisfactory. But the reason why the 
Director’s report does not show satisfactory results, in conneetion with female 
education, is that the candidates who appear at the examinations which are held 
by private Educational Associations are not included in it, although these Associa- 
tions receive aid from the Local Boards. The writer would also draw the 
Government’s attention to the fact that the officers of the Education Department 
often evince the greatest hostility to those Associations which take up the 
cause of female education in the country. 


31. A correspondent . the Prakriti, of the 17th December, writes ag 
ollows :— 

On Thursday, the 8th December last, a Pandit 
of the Berhampore College, having slapped a boy on 
the ear, the boy dropped down insensible five minutes after. The Pandit said 
the boy was feigning insensibility, and although all the teachers were present at 
the time, no one tried to restore the boy’s consciousness, About half an hour 
after, a doctor was called in, and attempts were made to restore the boy’s 
oe cae but tono effect. Tho boy died at about 11 o’clock in the 
night. 

, It is clear that such school-masters ought to be removed, and it is hoped that 
the guardians of the poor boy will take steps in the matter. 


Lamentable death of aschool- 
boy in Berhampore. 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32. The Hitavadt, of the 15th December, has heard of serious irregularities 
; in the late election of members for the Pandua 
; a * 2 * - 
Ra. a r 4 ge Local Board in the Hooghl district. It is com- 


district. _ plained that many voters, who came to the polling 
station, could not at all give their votes. The Magistrate of Hooghly is reques- 
ted to enquire into the matter. 


33. The Pratikar, of the 16th December, pe that the Berhampore 
Sao Ciiibiiainits Matai “Municipality is in a sad plight indeed. The muni- 
” me" cipal authorities seldom take in hand any improve- 
ment in respect of roads, drains or general sanitation. Even old roads are 
seldom repaired. The only new work which the Municipality has executed is 
some wells, in which, however, water is never found at atime of need. ‘In spite 
of the increase of the Municipality’s income from the newly-imposed latrine and 
carriage taxes, the Municipality cannot pay its employés ie 89 and on the 
occasion of the last Durga Puja, the Chairman had to advance money from his 
own pocket in order to meet the demands of contractors. The bills submitted 
in the month of October were returned as there was no money in the Municipal 
coffers. Is it not for the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman to see that collec- 
tions are made regularly and money is always at hand to pay creditors ? 
34. ‘he Sanjivani, of the 17th December, is glad to notice that the 
sii iliac Lieutenant Governor has at last come round and 
Bengal Munisipalities. spoken favourably of the work done by the mufas- 


sal Municipalities during the past year. It is also 
a matter of congratulation to find His Honour saying that defects in sanit 


arrangements are not peculiar to the Bengal Municipalities, but are observable 
in municipalities all the world over. 


(7 )—Questions affecting the land, 


35. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 29th November, has the following :— 


_The injury done to the embankment at Ulu- 
gb, Smee? embankment at baria, in the Howrah district, by the last flood, has 


not yet been mended. The water at high tide often 
finds its way through the breaches and does great harm to pulses and other 


_—. food-crops. We do not understand why the present zamindar, Babu 
Ksnetra Krishna Mitra of Andul, is indifferent even after receiving a notice from 
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Government to make the necessary repairs. The late Raja Bejoy Keshab 


Roy never neglected this duty, nor did his two widows who were pred 
in title of Babu Khetra Krishan. emoencmes 


(g)}—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and I rrigation. 


36. A correspondent of the Samay, of the 16th December, writes as 
follows from Bilwagram in the Nadia district: — 

Considering the great distress in these parts, it 
te is very desirable that Government should resume 
the construction of the railway between Ranaghat and Bhagwangola, which was 
started some ten years ago. Government has spent nearly seven lakhs of 
— on earthwork only, and further work has been suspended for want 
of funds. 

The construction of the proposed double line from Ranaghat to Bagula on 
the Eastern Bengal State Railway may be postponed for the present in favour 
of the line from Ranaghat to Bhagwangola, which will be a very profitable 
concern when completed, and will be an excellent relief work in the present 
scarcity. 


The proposed railway line from 
Ranagbat to Bhagwangola. 


(h}— General. 


37. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 13th December, has the following :— 
a — is British rule in this country was up to this time 
Pl Me lea Elhott's edminis- based in some measure upon the good will of the 
policy. , , 
people. But the proceedings of the present Lieute- 
nant-Governor would seem to show that he is for changing the popular basis of 
British rule. Instead of knitting close the Government and the people 
by a bond of sympathy, he is trying to estrange the latter by strikin 
terror into their hearts. If the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that, peace an 
order are maintained among a people by inflicting heavy punishments, he is 
certainly mistaken. It may be that heavy punishments have the effect of maki 
a people in a newly-conquered country submit sooner than they « therwise would 
to their conquerors, But where is the good or the necessity of inflicting heavy 
punishments upon the sheep like population of ever-dependent India? Why is 
the Lieutenant:Governor so much annoyed by the acquittal of accused persons, 
and why is he so hard upon acquitting Magistrates? We request the Lieutenant- 
Governor to reflect calmly upon these points, and to try to establish cordial 
relations between the Government and the people. 

38. The Lducation Gazette, of the 16th December, says that with the 
spread of allopathic practice quinine has come to be 
extensively used in this country. Indeed, it is the 
most powerful remedy against fever known in the allopathic pharmacopceia. 
The labouring classes m the country have, however, an impression that the use 
of quinine is unsafe in the case of people like themselves, whose avocation and 


Sale of quinine by Government. 


position in life necessitates exposure to the inclemencies of the weather, and do 


not allow of choice in the use of food. But it is with the object of checking 
the prevalence of fever among the people in general that Government has now 
arranged for the sale of quinine in all parts.of the country at a cheap rate. 
Quinine has now become an object of almost everyday use in this country, and 


one hears fathers-in-law sending presents of quinine phials to sons-in law. 


This is an indication of the increasing disrespect of the people for native 
medicines, and if that disrespect goes on increasing at the present rate, this 
extensive sale of quinine will not be a bad thing. 
39. The Sudhdkar, of the 16th December, has the following :— 
lt is clear, on the whole, that the pilgrims at 
The finale of the Hurdweraffair. ty +dwar, were subjected to a good deal of zulm and 
oppression. It is certainly impossible to dixperse so large a gathering without 
committing some amount of oppression. But it is also certain that the police 
officers at Hurdwar went a little too far. On the other hand, it seems to the 
writer that the matter has received a little colouring at the hands of some 
ple, But the fact that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western 
rovinces has pronounced the police officers at Hurdwar perfectly innocent 
shows that the enquiry ought to have been entrusted to mdependent and 
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impartial men. The Hindu community at large has been grieved at the result 
of this enquiry, and the writer sympathises with that community. 

40. The Sanjivuni, of the 17th December, says that in its extreme need 

for money, Government is devising the most extra- 

The proposed impost on date and ordinary means of replenishing its exchequer. Mr. 

auionu: Westmacott, for instance, has hit upon a new meang 


of increasing the revenue. It is the imposition of a tax on every date and eve 


' palm tree in the province, and an enumeration of these trees has therefore been 


going on for the last two or three years. But an impost on the date tree will 
mean a serious interference with the indigenous trade in gur molasses) and 
sugar, if not its entire extinction, for already much of the sugar consumed in 
Bengal is imported from foreign parts. India has had too many of her trades 
already damaged, and is it the intention of the authorities to damage another 
indigenous trade too? oe 

41. ‘lhe same paper says that Kazi Biyajat-ullah, Sub- Registrar of Kendua 
in the Netrokona sub-division of the Mymensingh 
district, has become very unpopular owing to his 
high-handed conduct. He comes to office after 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, and refuses to register any deed which has not been 
already entered ina list prepared by one of the four mukhtars, Hajari, Hasmat, 
Najarali, and Hasimandi, who, it must be added, refuse to enter any deed in their 
list if they are not handsomely remunerated, and who arrange the list accord- 
ing to the amount of remuneration received in each case. 

42, The Sdraswat Patra, of the 17th December, makes the following 
observations in connection with the Administration 
Report of the Dacca Division :— 

(1) The Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
is not quite right in saying that it is owing to the high prices of food and other 
necessaries that Indian artisans find themselves so badly off. That weavers 
have been obliged to take to the plough is because English cloth-makers have 
ruined their business, and chinaware of British manufacture has driven the 
Indian potter to the same sad necessity. The European idea of social equality 
which has begun to influence native thought is also doing much to bring about 
a decadence of the Indian arts and manufactures, by induciug the artisans to 
train up their children, not to their own ancestral callings, but to lines of life 
that lead away from them. , 

(2. The writer is glad that the number of non-cognisable cases in the 
Dacca Division decreased during the year. This means a decrease of the 
litigious spirit. But it is a matter of regret that the number of cognisable cases 
increased, for that means increase of the more serious offences. 

(3) ‘The proportion of boys under instruction to the whole population of 
the division being extremely small, how does Government consider it unneces- 
sary to continue the support it gives to public education ? 

(4) The writer would advise an increase in the number of dispensaries 
in the division, as the health of the country seems to be getting worse 
every day. 

(5) The Commissioner’s remarks about the District Boards and Munti- 
cipalities are very appropriate. But it is still a question for consideration 
whethcvr it would be advisable to increase the municipal rates at Dacca. The 
orders of the Commissioner to the District Boards relating to water-supply will 
entail on those bodies an amount of expenditure which they will be unable to 
meet with their present income. 

43. The Dacca Prakdésh, of the 18th December, is glad to hear that the 

aE ene are ee head offices of the Excise Department will be trans- 
; ferred from Calcutta and permanently located in 
Dacca. If this is done, Sir Charles Elliott’s name will be remembered in East 


Bengal as that of the ruler who did something to restore Dacca to its ancient 
pre-eminence. 


The Sub- Registrar of Kendua in 
the Netrakona suv-division of the 
Mymensingh district. 


The Administration Report of the 
Dacca Division. 


IJ 1.—Leaisuative. ) 


44. The Bangavasi, of the 17th December, asks, did not Syed Fazl Imam 
Khan Bahadur, the Vice-Chairman of the Patna 
Municipality, who has been selected fora seat in the 
Bengal Legislative Council, support Government's 


_ Syed Fazl Imam, Khan Bahadur, 
in the Bengal Council. 
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views in the Belvedere Conference in the matter of the introduction of filtered 
water and consequent increased taxation in the mufassal municipalities? 


VI.—MIscELLANEOvs. 


< pidiiiiiaiia* 45. The Hitavadi, of the 15th December, has 
f the following:— 


Several thousand years ago, the Reshis of the Rig Veda, having the good of 
their own people at heart, thus chaunted in a chorus: ‘Be united, sing your 
bymns unitedly, and let all of you be of one mind, one heart and one intention, 
and let there be perfect unity among you in all matters.’ And to-day, after 
the lapse of thousands of years, we hear the charming melody of this auspicious 
and soul-stirring Mantra. The Rishis who saw the Mantras are appearing as it 
were in flesh and bood before us and addressing us the solemn exhortation: 
‘Shake off your lethargy, awake and be united, for unity is the one means by 
which you can elevate your condition.’ The refulgence of the glory in the 
midst of which they sang the sweet vedic hymn has.long passed away. We 
wanted for nothing in those ancient days, when every town and every village in 
India had its happiness, its splendour and its prosperity in the fullest measure, 
and when, firmly united in a bond of unity, living with one another in 
unity, and enjoying the blessings of peace, all Indians were of one mind and 
one spirit, like the members of a vast joint family. Dire poverty has now 
made us worthless. In those ancient days there was no competition between 
us and any other people, but a fierce struggle for lifgis now going on between 
us and several powerful nations. It is for this reason that we say that there is 
a vast difference between our present and our past. 


In these evil days our existence as a nation depends on our success in the 
battle of life. If you would raise your heads, if you would see the name of 
India on the map of the world, if you would record the national glory of India 
in characters of gold in the pages of her future history, if you would be known 
as a nation among the nations of the world, then take what steps you can to 
secure victory in this fierce battle of life. A lip-agitation, but a heart absolutely 
inert, will not do now. Whatever you do, do with all your heart; whatever you 
say, say from the depth of ‘ip heart, and then you may succeed. You now want 
real work; mere words will no longer do. With loyalty in your hearts, try to 
clear your path toimprovement with yourown hands. At a time like the present 
it is very desirable to have the favour of the Queen-Empress Victoria, for with- 
out her favour you are not likely to succeed in anything. But in addition to 
her favour, you must be men of action yourselves; for mere royal favour without 
ability todo your work will not help you in the long run. Therefore learn to be 
men of action. Read the history of the great nation who are ruling you, and 
you will find there accounts of many great men who devoted themselves heart 
and soul to the cause of their country and nation. You will then learn how 
national life can be acquired. Long-standing poverty has crushed our very 
bone and marrow, and tended to diminish our vitality. We have forgotten 
unity, brotherhood and patriotism, and are drifting helplessly in the direction of 
error and blind selfishness. The officials of Government are enjoying the 5 
from a distance. Our Sovereign, who once encouraged us with sweet words, 
since ceased to look upon us with favour. Our long-enjoyed rightsand privileges 
are now about to be trodden under foot in the presence of the very Sovereign 
who once brought peace to our sorely vexed hearts by speaking sweet words of 
encouragement, instilled into us new national life and high political aspirations. 
What is to be done? Agitation is the only means that suggests itself to us. 
While keeping our eye upon the honour and the prestige of our Sovereign, we 
must also keep our own honour and our own prestige intact. We will have now 
to forget all differences of race and colour, and set up a loyal agitation with one 
heart and one voice. Our Congress long ago commenced such an agitation 
end came forward to ameliorate the condition of our country. If we now 
join the Congress, we are a gain what we wish to have. The trumpet blast 
of the Congress is again calling on the people of India to shake off their 
lethargy and self-forgetfuluess, and let all of you try to join it this time. 


HitavapDt, 
Dec. 15th, 1892, 
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46, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 16th December, gives the following account 
The dismissed pandit of the Of the circumstances which led to the dismissa] 
Asiatic Society. of Pandit Ramanath Tarkaratna from the service of 
the Asiatic Society :-— | 
The news that Sir Alfred Croft, the late President of the Asiatic Society, 
who had been mainly instrumental in bringing the Pandit’s meritorious services 
to the notice of the Reset, and in inducing it to grant him an increase of pay, 
would soon go to Europe on a long furlough, filled the Pandit’s enemies with 
joy, and Sir Alfred’s departure from Calcutta in April last was availed of b 
them forthe purpose of renewing their intrigues. Sir Charles Elliott was elected 
President of the Society, in succession to Sir Alfred Croft. ‘T'o the Pandit’s 
enemies this was an advantage, for having a multitude of duties to attend to, 
the Lieutenant-Governor is a man in whose eyes one could easily throw dust, 
In March last, the Pandit went for the second time to East Bengal in search of 
manuscripts, but fell sick after working for only a few days, and found it 
impossible to stay away from home and in a strange place. Indeed, he became 
so ill that he had to make up hismindto return to hisnative village. And follow- 
ing the practice which he had observed for twenty years past, he reported from 
Dacca his sickness to the authorities at Calcutta, and sent the report to Babu 
Haraprasad Sastri, who had succeeded Raja Rajendra Lal Mitra in the office of 
Reporter on Sanskrit Manuscripts. Babu Haraprasad gave no reply to the 
Pandit’s letter. The Pandit’s illness went on increasing, and he was obliged to 
return home (Santipur) without waiting for a reply to his letter. When after 
proper treatment and nursing he had recovered a little, he found himself able to 
roceed by boat to a village only four miles from Santipur in response to an 
invitation to be present at an assembly of Pandits, and to receive gifts suited 
to his rank and attainments. This was regarded by his enemies as a very 
culpable proceeding on his part. For it was argued that the man who had so 
far recovered as to have been able to travel four miles by boat in order to 
attend an invitation, should a | have been able to go to Bikrampur and 
other places in East Bengal, to knock about from village to village, to visit one 
Pandit after another, and living somehow on their hospitality, to “‘o the Society’s 
work. 'These men were, however, perfectly aware that the randit had but 
partially recovered from his gout and boils when he attended the invitation, and 
was by no means fit or able to undertake a distant journey. That such was 
really his condition was seen by Babu Haraprasad himself, and by many other 
members of the Society. But this was not the question which the Pandit’s 
enemies considered at all important. What they were on the look out for was 
a pretext on which they could dispense with his services. They therefore made 
use of this invitation affair as a most effective means of convincing the European 
members of the Council of the Society that the Pandit had been neglecting his 
duty. These members did not know the Pandit, and there was no reason why 
they should disbelieve anything that was said against him. A report was now 
drawn up against him, and presented to the Council. Asthere was no good speaker 
amongst them, his enemies found it necessary to secure the support of some of 
the European members. The report was read before the Council and orders 
were issued for his dismissal. The order dismissing the Pandit was passed on 
the 4th June, a copy of it was sent to him by post on the 14th, and he received 
it on the 15th of.the same month. The order is a curious one. It directs that 
the dismissal is to take retrospective effect from the 30th April. It is not a bad 
idea to keep a man in one’s service up to date, and then dismiss him from 4 
previous date, refusing him pay for all the time intervening. It would be no 
wonder if the Pandit were also called upon to refund a part of the salary he had 
drawn before the date of the order directing his dismissal. Bravo! Babu Sastri! 
Praised be your scholarship! It should be also noticed in this connection 
that Babu Haraprasad was, like the Pandit, a supporter of the Consent Bill, and 
that when he found that the latter had by his advocacy of that measure 


incurred the displeasure of certain powerful men, he very naturally thought of 


saving himself from the consequences of their displeasure by making a scape- 
goat of the Pandit, with whom, by the bye, he had not been on the best of 
terms for some time previously, in connection with the former’s claim to be paid 
the fee for a vyavastha obtained from the Pandit in favour of the sea voyage 


| movement. 
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Cigarette smoking among 47. The Samay, of the 16th December, has Samay, 
Calcatta boys. the following Ste Dec. 15th, 1892. 
The smoking of cigarettes by little boys is becoming a nuisance in Calcutta. 
One sees them smoking in the streets and in the presence of men old enough to 
be their fathers or grandfathers. . They may also be seen coolly entering into 
tramcars with cigarettes in their mouths. The evil has assumed a proportion 
which makes it desirable for Government to issue a notification prohibiting the 
noxious practice. | 
48. The Sanjivani, of the 17th December, says that Mr, Beames’ intention — Saxstvant. 
in speaking of the Native Press in the way he has P& 17th, 1692 
done in his last Administration Report is certainly 
to make that press appear insignificant and worthless. But it is clear that the 
Native Press has been the one cause of Mr, Beames’ uneasiness throughout his life, 
so much so indeed, that if his body is dissected after death, the word ‘ Native 
Press’ will be found inscribed all over it. “ 
49. The same paper says that Ghiasuddin, the Muhammadan ruler of = 84"s1vam1. 
Sir Auckland Colv; _ Bengal, having accidentally killed a boy, was indicted 
os before the Kazi by the boy’s mother. The Kazi at 
first hesitated to issue a summons against the ruler of the country, but at last his 
sense of duty prevailed over his fear of the ruler, and he summoned Ghias- 
uddin before him to take his trial. Ghiasuddin appeared bringing a knife 
concealed under his robes. When the Kazi had fearlessly pronounced sentence 
against the ruler, the latter took out his knife, and said that if the Kazi had 
failed in his duty, he would have had his head cut off with that knife. On 
hearing this the Kazi look up the rod which was lying beside him, and said that 
if the ruler had failed to obey the law, he would have had his back lacerated 
with that rod. Ghiasuddin was highly delighted and made a large present to the 
Kazi. Now compare this ruler with Sir Auckland Colvin, who did not consider 
it necessary to postpone his departure for England till Mr, Hearsey’s case against 
him had been heard. Who is the nobler man of the two—this independent 
Muhammadau ruler of Bengal, or the late Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces? | 
50. Referring to the questions raised by the Indian Daily News, namely, Datm-o-Samacuaz 
whether a Lieutenant-Governor can take leave  .. ops 1992 
except on medical certificate, and whether, if Sir Diececmpaiigs 
Charles Elliott were to take leave, a competent locum- 
tenens would be found, the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th December, 
says that it thinks with the Hindvo Patriot that a Lieutenant-Governor can get 
leave even without medical certificate. And, as for a locum-tenens, why, Sir 
Philip Hutchins of the Home Department will do exceedingly well, for he is a 
greater zulmbaz (high-handed) even than Sir Charles. But the question is, how 
will Lord Lansdowne carry on his work without Sir Philip, His Excellency’s 
guide in all matters? There will thus remain no alternative but to place on the 
throne of Bengal some other man, and the writer must say that the editor of 
the Englishman newspaper is that other man. For the Editor of the Englishman 
is already practically Sir Charles Elliott’s prime minister. 
51. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 21st December,  8crasz Damme, 
has the following :— Deo, 21st, 1892, 
Mr. Beames has expressed himself about the Native Press in a manner which 
is certainly very amusing. He has advised Government not to be annoyed with 
the vernacular papers, and there can he no doubt that this kind word from 
Mr. Beames will do the vernacular papers great good. But we ask, is it true 
that native editors write newspapers for their daily bread? We know that 
there are among these editors many millionaires who have no other object in 
view than public good. Again, it is not true that these vernacular papers have 
no hold on the public mind. 


Mr. Beames on the Native Press, 
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The rumour about Sir Charles 
Elliott’s taking leave. 


Mr. Beames on the Native Press. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator, 
BENGAL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 24th December 1892. 
H. P.—Reg. No. 62110—73—28-12293. 
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